
Comments for Hearing on Surplus Designation for City-Owned Parcel at South Dakota 
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Good evening. I am a resident of the Riggs Park neighborhood in Ward 5. I am submitting these 
comments for the record on behalf of myself. Designating the subject parcel "surplus" means 
declaring there is no public purpose for the land. While I generally support development and 
taking steps to make sure any development is viable, including designating the parcel as surplus 
so that it may be incorporated into a new development, I respectfully ask that the city consider 
incorporating public uses in the development by way of the land disposition agreement.   

The basis of my comments is the Riggs Road/South Dakota Avenue small area plan that was 
completed in 2008. The first guiding principle of the plan is to "establish a dynamic 
neighborhood center at Riggs Road and South Dakota Avenue that enhances community 
character and reactivates the street." The city-owned parcel located at the corner of Riggs Road 
and South Dakota Avenue lies at the very heart of the small area plan. How do we establish a 
dynamic neighborhood center? How do we enhance community character and reactivate the 
street?  By incorporating public benefits that give effect to the small area plan:  (1)  Create new 
public open spaces. (2)  Make room for play.  (3)  Make a significant investment in public art. (4) 
Attract quality retail. (5) Have a maintenance plan. 

1.  Create new open spaces. 

Connecting, activating, and creating new open spaces is straight from the small area plan.  Any 
development should incorporate public outdoor space for the enjoyment of the community.  This 
could be a native plant garden, an outdoor plaza with a water feature, an outdoor gathering space 
that would be suitable for hosting neighborhood events like a farmers market or arts events, just 
to name a few examples. 

2.  Make room for play. 

Any development should include a recreation element that serves the need of neighborhood 
residents.  A simple feature that residents have long asked for is an outdoor walking track.  
Another is public tennis courts.  These recreational features would certainly activate the space, 
add eyes to the street, and enable residents to engage with one another in a healthy way. 

3.  Make a significant investment in public art. 

Including public art in any development will naturally make this corridor more attractive and 
more cohesive.  Public art is a natural wayfinding sign.  It signals care and engagement in the 
community. 
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4.  Attract quality retail. 

Retail that both reactivates the street and enhances community character is crucial. The city 
should make every effort to ensure that the developers use their best efforts to attract quality 
retail to the corridor. The corridor needs a balanced mix of retail, not just discount retailers. 
Getting the right mix will ensure the community supports the development and that it become the 
dynamic center that residents and the city envision. 

5.  Have a maintenance plan for the corridor. 

Establishing a dynamic neighborhood center requires a maintenance plan. The developers should 
be encouraged to adopt the streets in the retail corridor, specifically Riggs Road from Nicholson 
Street to South Dakota Avenue and South Dakota Avenue from Riggs Road to Galloway Street, 
for a period of no less than 15 years. This means they adopt the public areas of this corridor, 
including the sidewalks, treebox areas, and medians. They should provide landscaping 
maintenance, street recycling, and trash maintenance in this corridor. They should provide a 
clean team to ensure the public areas of the corridor are clean of debris and hazards. 

Conclusion 

In closing, the city should incorporate these public benefits into the land disposition agreement 
and make clear that they are for the benefit of the Lamond Riggs community:  (1)  open space; 
(2) room for play; (3) public art; (4) quality retail; and (5) corridor maintenance. Taken together, 
these elements will ensure that the city and Lamond Riggs residents receive the benefit of any 
bargain resulting from the sale of the city-owned land that lies at the heart of the small area plan 
and the community and that the land becomes part of a dynamic neighborhood center. Thank you 
for taking these comments into consideration as they city moves forward with the surplus 
process. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Uchenna Evans  


